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Use these handy tips to keep your arena in tip-top shape!

littlz routine maintenance in your
rrena will keep you and your horse
on sure footing and aid in avoiding acci-

P

dentx. Put these handy tigs into practics b

miake your arena the ideal spot for riding.

The aroe-owear
Tuse like picking your horee's hooves

shasaled e part Jﬂ'}'.r.lr |'-r-_'-ri-.||.' regimen, 1
quick once-over of the arena should be done
at the heginning of ench arena riding ses-
son. While you may be eager to ride, justa
fow minutes of looking can help deter injury
to your horse or yourself.

Make a habie scmning the arena foor
for debris and small rocks that may have
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public arena, you may find anything from
hits of broken equipment to thrown shoes
anel even the sccasional riding crog dropped
anl |:\.I.':_'|\.I'.I:I.'II.

IFit’s a large arena, you may need o walk
not only the perimeter, but also meander
through the center as well. As you survey
the periphery, be sure to quickly check the
arena structure for army damaged or |'-r\-.l-'.rl_-.':'-
inyy aneds tht |:|i;,;|'||: STL VOUL 43T VOHar hirse
as yoal ride |'-:l.'.

Thler & momeent to note whether the actual
riding surface needs oo be groomed. Has the
wuter portion become conmpacted wlale the
center is uneven® If so, take the Gme to dag,
o i #t's & shared] arena, Rad someonee o help
vour, Hard, compacted footing may result in
joank ar hpament ||:|il.:r:.i.'-.'-'.'|:||2-.'-l'.'l.'r|.1.'-.|-.'|.':1
o umeven Fosoding can cmise missteps, trips,

tenclon strain amd other imjuries.

Arana cwnorship

f | :.n-:'n,- maintaining VOHIT OANT) AREMA,
_I.|I||.'|| want to do both :-:'glLLI.I mainte-
naense and eocasional overhauls, .-"u;'-|!.||-.:n-.|
Mational and Yarld Show Arena Manager
Jack Crwen ot Oklahoma Ci in LI klabhoma,
supgest these arena care '.i|h.'

Work the arena surface atter each day's
use s its ready for the next day of riding,
“WWe find thar, after testing many different
Vs -.r';r-:ul.u'u‘l implenents, we |'-n:-I:: r thie
Arena Werls HXO |'n'-."_|J.-.'L'. RNV, *This
UTEE |"||'\--., tills, finishes and even allows yau
ter apply wager while you work your arena,”

Check lighting regularly, Beplace wom
or fractured bulbs ‘People have a ten-
dency to forget about lighting in the anena,”
_IJ.-\."'rC notes, While it seems obndiows, it's not
uncemmon to suddenly realize youre riding
around practically in the dark.

[]l:ur'u'u; the winter months, the arena

should be worked every day with a rotary

or similar implement. “Sand and compost
will keep the soil from compacting during
the winter munths, and will help retain

maisture,” Jack advises,

Eive it g '!|"I'!l.'JI|'!|I' :-:'...-.’::‘.*:l'.rlm‘.mg
Lompletely everhaul your anema at least
ance A year “This would redquire compoetely
twrning the soil and leveling the surface.”
Jack adwvises, *The arena muse be maoist

when this is done.” This is also the time to

evaluate foating quality. Jack says an ideal
surface would include good topeoil mixed

with somee sand and, in most cases, aune
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nesded and rework the =oil until you regain
optimel footing.

Your annual overhaul is a good time 1o
ensure you complete all the structural repairs

theat k.l\.'l\.'Fl grtting put odf. |E._-_~I||_|._-._- or mend

broken rails, secure pates and hinges, and

-
reinforce posts if needed. Walk along the
structure and check for protruding nails,
screws or other materials.

Finally, if vou have any other stroe-
tures that you use in conjunction with
vour arena—such as mounting blocks, te

rails, andd bleacher or platform style sean

areas—be sure to gve them the once over

1 well. ~of



